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Erie County Conservative Party Chairman Ralph Lorigo last night on the show slammed the allegation that political consultant Steve Pigeon somehow engineered his county organization’s endorsement of Chuck Swanick over Republican Sen. Mark Grisanti.

Niagara County Conservative Party Chairman Dan Weiss charged in a statement that Pigeon, who has ties to Rochester billionaire Tom Golisano and ex-Sen. Pedro Espada, had cut a deal with the Erie County Conservatives to give the line to the Republican-turned-Democrat Swanick.

But in an interview last night, Lorgio called the idea “total lies.”

“Let me tell you this: Dan Weiss, I’ve never met the man. Never seen him at a Conservative function. Wouldn’t know him if I bumped into him. I have never met him. For what he said those are total lies, misrepresentations,” he said.
Lorigo said Weiss was being used by Grisanti’s operatives to slam him.

“What Dan Weiss said as far as I’m concerned, there’s where the Grisanti people, the people around Grisanti, are now pulling strings because of the lack of endorsement on the Erie County side,” he said.

Lorgio said a variety of factors led the party’s executive board to yanking support from Grisanti, including his approval of same-sex marriage and yes vote on the tax code overhaul, which the chairman said was a “tax increase.”

Losing the Conservative Party line was a major blow to Grisanti, and to Senate Republicans who are fighting to stay in the majority. The Buffalo freshman is considered the most vulnerable of their members.

It is still possible that Grisanti will get the endorsement of the Independence Party, giving him a minor party line to fall back on.

Lorigo’s county committee was closely watched after the lawmaker-driven redistricing panel drew Grisanti’s district wholly within Erie County, taking the decision to endorse the lawmaker out of state Chairman Mike Long’s hands and thrust it on the local level. 

With redistricting still very much up in the air, it is possible another Republican may jump in the race, with specualtion swirling that Jack Quinn, a former assemblyman, may make a run and recieve Conservative support should the lines be altered. Bob McCarthy at The Buffalo News reported this morning that Quinn is backing Grisanti. 
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